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As you can see my baby is sick, but I know she will
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get well soon. The ward is clean and comfortable—no

Area (LGA) of Kaduna State in northern

Nigeria, the putrid smell of cow dung has become
a dominant fact of life, coupled with the noise and
bedlam of the cattle market. Until recently the
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The United Kingdom-funded Partnership for
Transforming Health Systems Phase 2 (PATHS2)
programme is working with the Kano State Ministry

Mariri Primary Health Centre (PHC) was both

of Health to create a healthy environment for both

under-resourced and also, unfortunately, located

patients and staff to enjoy the healing process, by

cheek-by-jowl with the market. For many years,

renovating dilapidated clinics.

Mr. Simon, the Facility Officer-In-Charge of the
Mariri PHC, knew this was a problem affecting use
of his facility, but he really didn’t know what to do.
Help came in the form of Adamu Yinusa, the
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Health Education Officer of Lere LGA, who had
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PATHS2 designed a renovation plan and picked a
set of health facilities to be renovated across the
project’s focal clusters in the state, many of them in
rural areas. The programme did a needs assessment
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and mattresses, and the available ones were filthy and
tattered, forcing very sick patients to lie on the floor.
This unsanitary environment was compounded by the
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state of the physical structure of the facility and the
high quality of services she has received at the clinic.

“Wallahi wanna Asibitin yana wari sosai da,” she says
came here and I was surprised and happy to see that
the hospital has been renovated and is looking good.

August 2012, PATHS2 had funded the renovation of
93 facilities across its focal states of Kano, Kaduna,
Lagos, Enugu and Jigawa. The project aims to

Takai PHC before renovation

Clients waiting to receive health care at Takai PHC after renovation

Dr. Salawu Enebi, resident doctor at Takai

plumbing, as well as space to store drugs and

Primary Health Centre in Kano State, praised the

equipment.

improvements. “Before the renovation of the health
facility, patients expressed their disgruntlement over

In support of PATHS2’s efforts, the Takai Local

the poor state of the facility infrastructure and the

Government Council gave the renovated hospital 36

poor quality of services arising from its condition,”

brand-new sets of mattresses, pillows, and bed sheets.

he said. “But now, our patients are happy and there is

The Local Health Committee further worked with the

increase in demand for services.”

Local Government Council to build three toilets and
repaired the facility’s ambulance. At Albasu Primary

The renovation of health facilities by PATHS2 is

Health Centre, the local government chairman funded

designed to improve service quality and promote

the renovation of the entire health facility after

community ownership of health services. The

PATHS2 paid for renovating the hospital’s maternity

facilities are equipped with running water and

ward.
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